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Hollywood Pioneer & Filmmaker Kevin Brownlow To Receive 2nd Annual
Robert Osborne Award For His Significant Contribution to
Film History & Preservation
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Turner Classic Movies (TCM) today announced that the second annual Robert Osborne Award,
recognizing an individual who has helped keep the cultural heritage of classic film alive for future
generations, will be presented to one of the world's premiere film preservationists, Kevin Brownlow. The
award on April 13 before a screening of Brownlow’s directed film It Happened Here at the 2019 TCM
Classic Film Festival. The first Robert Osborne Award was given out at the 2018 TCM Classic Film
Festival to iconic filmmaker Martin Scorsese and will continue to be presented annually at the TCM Classic
Film Festival.
Deeply respected and revered among his peers for his work in restoration of classic film, Brownlow is also
a celebrated director, helming classics such as It Happened Here (1964) and Winstanley (1975) but
Brownlow’s focus has remained documenting and preserving the silent film era. Brownlow founded
Photoplay Productions to produce documentaries on film and revive such silent classics as A Woman of
Affairs (1928), Sunrise (1927) and Napoleon (1927). The latter represented more than 25 years of work for
Brownlow, who is still looking for ways to improve on Napoleon’s restoration. The 1979 premiere of the
restored version of Napoleon brought Brownlow honors from the New York Film Critics Circle, the National
Board of Review, the Los Angeles Film Critics Association and the London Critics Circle. In 2010,
Brownlow received an honorary Oscar for his work as a film preservationist.
“In a career spanning more than seven decades, Kevin has played an instrumental role in documenting
the history of silent film and preserving and restoring more than 50 silent films,” said Ben Mankiewicz,
TCM Primetime Anchor and Official Host of the TCM Classic Film Festival. “Kevin is truly the
embodiment of what the Robert Osborne award signifies, helping ensure that classic film will continue to
be experienced as it was meant to be seen for years to come.”
“Kevin Brownlow has been a friend to TCM since the network was founded, and his work to preserve classic
film history for future generations is a cornerstone of what TCM and the Robert Osborne award represent,”
said Charles Tabesh, senior vice president of programming, TCM. “We have shown Kevin’s
documentaries and restorations on air many times before, but to be able to honor him at the TCM Classic
Film Festival feels like the perfect way to honor a man who has worked tirelessly to ensure the legacy of
classic film lives on.”

For more than 22 years, Robert Osborne served as the primetime host and anchor of TCM, helping
millions of viewers discover and enter the world of classic movies, and dedicating his life to preserving and
sharing the movies he loved. Embraced by fans around the globe as both a fellow movie lover and an
unparalleled film historian, his legacy of devotion to classic films and their ability to inspire will live on
through the Robert Osborne Award.
For a complete bio and more information on Kevin Brownlow, please visit: filmfestival.tcm.com

About the 2019 TCM Classic Film Festival
For the tenth consecutive year, thousands of movie lovers from around the globe will descend upon
Hollywood for the TCM Classic Film Festival. The 2019 festival is set to take place Thursday, April 11 –
Sunday, April 14, 2019. Over four packed days and nights, attendees will be treated to an extensive lineup
of great movies, appearances by legendary stars and filmmakers, fascinating presentations and panel
discussions, special events and more.
TCM Primetime host Ben Mankiewicz will serve as official host of the TCM Classic Film Festival. The
festival's official hotel and central gathering point for the ninth consecutive year will be The Hollywood
Roosevelt Hotel, which has a longstanding role in movie history and was the site of the first Academy
Awards® ceremony. The Hollywood Roosevelt Hotel will also offer special rates for festival attendees.
Screenings and events during the festival will be held at the TCL Chinese Theatre IMAX, the TCL Chinese
6 Theatres and the Egyptian Theatre, as well as other Hollywood venues.
Whether it’s in the afternoon, at first sight, or in the air, the TCM Classic Film Festival will celebrate love in all
of its forms. As we come together for the 10th annual Festival, and the 25th anniversary of TCM, there will
be many-splendored moments to revel in romance and obsessions, delight in faithful friendships and
surrender to the enduring allure of the silver screen with fellow classic movie lovers.
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